Appreciation of Koto Bizen — focus on Ichimonji
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Where it started

Bizen (situated along the Sanyodo road/ “sunny mountain region”) flourished on
the banks of the river Yoshii, which was both the fecund source of iron sand and
livelihood but also of natural calamity (various floods). This is the region which for
over 400 years, from late Heian until the 1590-91 inundation, produced most
swordsmiths and blades in the history of ancient Japan

The area is reasonably compact, with a diameter of around 30km
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Where it started (cont.)
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History of Bizen Province (the current Southeastern part of Okayama)

The Old Sanyodo was an important road connecting the City and Dazaifu (in Kyushu).
Yoshii River was a major trade route and the Yoshii river cut across Bizen from the North
to the South and fed into Seto in-land sea. Those factors contributed to making Bizen a
major city.

Steel was produced in the North of Bizen and the Yoshii river facilitated its transport to
Bizen, helping Bizen become known for their sword making. There were a lot of

blacksmiths who traded along the river but due to the numerous floods over 1573-1592,
their numbers dwindled by the 17th Century.

1) S lmHI#¥ (KoBizen)

It was said that the school of KoBizen sword makers lived near Sanyo road and along the
river banks

2) I EZERZR A major terminal place for the Sanyodo

3) Remains of the Kanemitsu House

4) Osafune School’s stele

5) Ruins of Fukuoka Castle

6) Fukuoka School's stele
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* KoBizen is the forebear of Bizen den - it is defined by the leading smiths Tomonari and Masatsune, whose swords were reputedly worn
by the Taira and Minamoto daimyo (c.f. Gempei wars, also known as the Genji-Heike wars)

* Key characteristics are: narrow but “wild”, naturalistic hamon with plenty of kinsuji, sunagashi, chikei activities BUT unlike later

Bizen, the hamon is rendered in ko-nie. Also jifu utsuri is common (sometimes even mizukage utsuri) on itame jihada. Sugata is
graceful, with koshizori and funbari

Sanenari (F2A%)

Tenryaku (</H, 947-957)°

Masatsune 1. (F{$1E{E)

Eien (7 4E, 987-989)°

Arimasa (F1F)

according to modern studies

according to transmission the father Tomonari

according to modern studies around the Heiji era (*F-1, 1159-60)

Oshii Tard (B AEE)

around the Haen era (f&7¢, 1156-59)

son of Oshi Arimasa (3147 1E)

went from Oshi to Bizen
Tomonari (/%)
Eien (7K %E, 987-989)

— D = v =y according to modern studies
Masatsune 2. (—{%IETE) Masatsugu (IE#) Tsunetsugu (TEIK N
. X - ] around the Ninpyd era ({=%, 1151-54)
Chawa (J0, 1012-17)" or according Cht'lk}'ﬁl%’k 1040-1044) L Genryaku (7CIE, 1184-85)
up to date the Bunji era (31, 1185-90) ‘ son of Masatsune 1., said
Chikatsune (JT1H) Sanetsune (ELTE) to be the same person as
Shoryaku (7&JE, 1077-1081)" Shoryaku (7&/E, 1077-1081)" Arimasa, also said to Sukenari (ﬁ)—,k) Suketomo (Bh4) Muneyasu 653
TSul'leZ'lSLl (ﬁfi) grandson of Masatsune 1. be the father of Sanetsune Chowa (1, 1012-17)° Shagen (7K 7T, 1207-11) Katei (3514, 1235-38)
|
Jiryaku ( HHIE, 1065-1069)"" | son of Tomonari son of Tomonari son of Tomonari
Tsunemoto (1B7T) Tsunenori {8 HI| Sanetada (L) Sanesada (FLiE)
Kenchd (HZ, 1249-1256) Choji (i, 1104-1106)°  Genkyii (7E/4, 1204-06)  Kyilan (A%, 1145-51)"
as “hide (B 55
son of Sanetsune son of Sanetsune Tomoyasu (Et{‘) Sukehide ( j]?:;)
: = Al Kannin (%1, 1017-21)° 100 (1K, 1222-24)
Tsunemitsu (18 ) i ! el
. . son of Sumetomo
Shatoku (7K, 1097-1099)"!

Sanetsuna (FLiffd)  Sadanori (ERI)
Bunryaku ( I, 1234-35)  Ohd (A%, 1161-63)°

Sukechika (BhifT)

son of Sanetada Hoii (4. 1247-49)

Sources: Markus Sesko, Kokan Nagayama, Fujishiro



Historical side note
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Cloistered Emperor Gotoba (£ &KX E, 1180-1239, r. 1184-1198), in his
exile following an unsuccessful endeavour to overthrow the bakufu
government after the death of the third Kamakura shogun, invited the best
smiths in the country to teach him sword-forging in his so-called ,, goban-kaji“
(151 Z& % /8) project, starting in 1208

The first group included 13 smiths, from Yamashiro (x3 Awataguchi smiths),
Bitchu (x3 Aoe smiths) and 7 Fukuoka smiths: Norimune, Nobufusa, Sukemune
Muneyoshi, Yukikuni, Sukenari and Sukenobu

Norimune was the first smith (month of January) and his disciples (Sukemune,
Narimune, Muneyoshi) are often referred to as Ko-Ichimoniji. The most
notable Ichimoniji smiths thereafter are Yoshifusa, Norifusa, Sukezane,
Yoshihira, etc.

* From the beginning of the Kamakura period and through the middle of the Kamakura period, the centre of the Ichimonji production

was in the area called Fukuoka (& if])

* From the end of the Kamakura period and into early Nanbokucho, likely due to exhaustion of resources, production moved to

Yoshioka (75 [if])

« Around the Shochu era (1324-1326) another branch of the Ichimonji school emerged in Iwato (/5 7). This branch is called the lwato
Ichimoniji (5B F —X=F) or sometimes Shochu Ichimonji (1IE—3X5F)
« Around 1225, Norifusa founded Katayama Ichimoniji school (F LLI—3Z=F) when he moved to Katayama (7 L) from Fukuoka (&)

* Sukezane of Fukuoka would also leave Bizen entirely for Sagami on order of the Shogun, and create Kamakura Ichimoniji, and is
followed by Suketsuna (first pure Soshu-based Bizen descendant)

Sources: Markus Sesko, Japanese Sword & Sano Museums



https://markussesko.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/gotoba.jpg

“Muteki” Ichimoniji
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Fukuoka Ichimonji developed the flamboyant choji hamon with vivid midare utsuri across mokume- itame jihada. The vivid style emerged in the

Goban-kaji work (7 out of the first set of 13 smiths selected by Gotoba were Ichimoniji)

Yoshioka followed in its footsteps, with slightly smaller choji, some more gunome and occasional togari elements. Kamakura Ichimoniji also has
togari, and even smaller gunome choji but more chikei and more nie
The jigane appears “soft” (as opposed to nie-laden jigane like Soshu or Mino), the nioiguchi is nioi-based and that overall softer kawagane (skin

steel) is hardened by way of applying utsuri
Fukuoka-Ichimonji School (#& M—3C5%)

Sadanori (ZEHIl)

Juei (K, 1182-84)

)52)

Shogen (7K 7T, 1207-11)

son of Sadanori

Narimune (F%5%) Sukemune 1. (#1{X8h7R)

Shdgen (77T, 1207-11) Shogen (KT, 1207-11)

son of Norimune son of Norimune

Hisamune (A5%)

Narimune (F¢5%) Sukemune 2. (—fUBH5R)

Kenchd (1%, 1249-56)  Kangen (%3T, 1243-47) | Kenchd (iR 1, 1249-56)

son of Narimune

Shigehisa (F/A)
Bunryaku (X, 1234-35) Joei (VT

son of Hisamune son of Sukenori

Sukefusa 1. (F1{KBhEE) Suk

1240-43)

Ninji (f

arimune son of Sukekane 1

1)  Sukefusa2. (—fUBIE)

Kenchd (2. 1249-56)

son of Nobufusa

Sukenori (#8l])
Jokyd (KA, 1219-22)

son of Sukemune 1

Sukekane (#)%a)

ne 2. (Bh2)

1278-88)

Sukeyuki (#177)

Yasunori ()7%)

Bizen

Sukemori (B15F)
K (M, 1211-13)  Hoji 1, 1247-49)

son of Sul

also of Sukehisa |

Sukemura 1. ({1{CBIF)

Sukeyuki (B11T)

son of Yukikyni (7(5)

see next page

Joei (¥

Morimune (5%

son of Sukemune |

Kenpd (BB 1%, 1213-19)

son of Norimune

Suenori (A8l
156 (FIIE, 1222-24)

son of Yasunori

Nobuzane (#E£{)
Genryaku (7, 1184-85)

son of Sadanori

Nobufusa (&%)
Shogen (K E, 1207-11)

son of Nobuzane

Nobufusa ((E55)
Kenpd (% 1213-19)

t
Sukehide (B)75)

Koan (1L%, 1278-88)

a Sukehide s listed
Yoshioka-Ichimonji

smith Sukekuni (BhE)

Sukemura 1. (— {XBY#)

Sukenobu (B iE)

Shogen (7 Jt.

Sukenari (BhA)
Jokyd (R, 1219-22)

son of Yukikuni

to transmission the

father of Sukezane

|

1207-11)

Sukehisa 1. (F1{8B)A)

Tenpuku (1, 123334

son of

u

Ko-Osafune (# FAf)

Sukehisa 2. (Z{LBIA)

Shod (TN, 1288-93)

), according to

of Sukemura 2.

see also section  Mihara School

Muneyoshi (55 &)

[
) Yoshiie (%)

cither the son of Sukefusa 1 ‘
or of Sukenari (B5%)
(see next page)

‘ son of Nobufusa

Sukesada (B) &) Norikane (BIl&)
Einin (K {=, 1293-99) Kenchd (B2, 1249-56)

son of Sukezane son of Sukefusa 2.

Kenchd (1, 1249-56)

Nobumasa (%E1E + {§1E)

Sources: Markus Sesko, Kokan Nagayama, Fujishiro

Nobukane ({5 )
Tenpuku (K8, 1233-34)

son of Nobufusa

Yukikane (178)
Kenchd (H, 1249-56)

son of Nobukane

Jokya (&, 1219-22)

Joei (# . 1232-33)

father of Yoshihira

student of Muneyoshi

Sukefusa |

Yoshimoto (& 7T)

Yoshifusa (#5)

Shisgen (i 7E, 1259-60)

son of Yoshifusa

Yoshitomo (F )

Koan (L7, 1278-88)

son of Yoshimato, a

Yoshimune (% 5%)
Jokya (&, 1219-22)

son of Muneyoshi

" Yoshihira ()

0-61)

Yoshimori (&F)

Shogen (i 7E, 1259-60)

oshihira

¢ sonof Yoshi

Munetada (5% Munenaga (7 &)

Job (I, |

Kenryalku (%

son of Muneyoshi

Yoshinaga (& &)

Tenpuku (T,

Nagamoto (£ 7t)

Osafime-Nagamitsu

son of Muneyoshi

Yoshikage (#75%)
Shagen (iE7E, 1259-60)

Sukeyoshi (B &)

Kagen (1

sonof Sukeyoshi

Sukeyoshi (B1)

Meitoku (¥, 1390-94)

Sukeyoshi 1. (#1{Bh#%)

303-06) $hod (L

Sukeyoshi 2. (ZfUBhEE)

Gentoku (7E88, 1329-31)

Iwato- or Shachii-Ichimonji School (57 -

Y oshioka-Ichimonji School (& [l —3C5)
Bizen

Sukemitsu 1. (F1{X8h k)
1288.93) Gen' (T, 1319-21)

son of Sukeyoshi

Sukemitsu 2. (—fLBh )

Kenmu (i, 1334.38)

Sukemitsu 2. (—fU8h3k)

Bizen

Yoshiuji (5 )

Genkd (E4L, 1331-32)

Sukeyoshi (B&)

Edh

Sukeshige (#7%)

Enkei (I, 1308-11)

Sukeshige (B)1)
Kangen (W3E, 124347

son of Sukeyoshi

Sukeshige 2. (—{tB7%)

Jowa (¥,

). supposedly

the son of Sukeshige |

-XF)

Yoshiuji 2. (—fUEH )

sonof Yoshivji

Yoshimori 1. (F1{XEF) Yoshisada (& 7E)

Ryakud (15, 1338-42) Jowea (£, 1345-50)

som of Yoshiuji | son of Yoshivji |

Yoshimori 2. (&)

Oei (K, 1394-1428)

Yoshitoshi (%)
Jowa ( FIF0, 1345-50)

son of Yoshiuji |

Yoshitoshi (%)

Eiwa (4, 1375-79)
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Evolution

Osafune evolved in parallel to mature Ichimonji and flourished later, continuing into Muromachi
The choji hamon became a little smaller than Fukuoka, more consistent height-wise (florid in middle with uniform height but quieter in monouchi

and habaki areas) and contained kawazuko choji. Utsuri was either midare or jifu or towards late Nanbokucho and Muromachi — bo utsuri
Some of the Osafune smiths forged in suguha based gunome hamon and developed kataochi gunome. Towards Oei era, also koshi-no-hiraita

Osafune School (F#i)

Bizen
Chikatada (VI£)
Gennin (7E{ -25)

father of Mitsutada

Yasutada (%5E)

Mitsutada (F£&)

Ryakunin (FF{=, 1238-39)

founder of the Osafune school

Sanenaga (F &)
Kagen (872, 1303-06)
younger brother of Nagamisu

student of Mitsutada or Nagamitsu

Nagamitsu (J& ) Kagemitsu (§ )

Kenmu (3, 1334-38) Genkad (L%

321-24)

son of Nagamitsy

Nagamitsu ()
Shohei (IEF, 1346-70) Kanemitsu (#)
Kenma (I8, 1334-35)
Nagamitsu (F )

son of Kagemitsu

Gei (57K, 1394-1428) ¢ separate lincage

Nagamitsu (%)
Shod (K, 1288-93)

son of Mitsulada

Chikakage (1)  Sanemitsu (FL3t)

Gen'd (FEAL, 1319-21)  $hod (IERL, 1288-93)

Nagamitsu
Yoshikage 1. (# ) r
Toshikane (££ )

Ryakud (W15, 1338-42)

Kenmu (538, 1334-38)

Kagehide 1. ({5 55)
Shgen (IE . 1259-60)
younger brother of Mitsutada

sce separate lincage

Toshimitsu (#£3)  Mitsunaga (%:5%)

Genkad (T Kenmu (B3, 1334-38)

student

Nagamitsy grandson of Mitsutada

Toshitsugu (f52)

Ryakud (i

son of Toshinitsu

Toshimune (f7%) Nagamune (E7%)

Shocha (iE P, Shaan (2, 1299

302)

student of Nagamitsu student of Nagamitsu

lesuke 1. (ML)
Oei (17, 1394-1428)
son of Nagamitsu

student of Morikage (I %)

lesuke 2. (—ft5E)

Shochd (iE £, 1428-29)

Munenaga

Tamemune (#75F)  Yoshitada (%)

Showa (iEfa, 1312-17) Gen'd (7055, 1319:21)

student of Nagamitsu student of Nagamitsu

Bunps (%%, 1317-19)

student of Nagamitsu

Temitsu (FH) Norimitsu 1. (HI )

Shaan (%, 1299-1302)  Kagen (83, 1303-06)

student of Nagamitsu student of Nagamitsu,
ace. a transmission the

son of Toshimitsn

Norimitsu 2. ( Z{CAIk)

Enbun (1 1, 1356-61)

Norimitsu 3. (=ftAI)

Oei (1. 1394-1428)
son of lesuke

Norimitsu 4. (P LRI %)

Eikyd (KF, 1429-41)

Sources: Markus Sesko, Kokan Nagayama, Fujishiro

Hatakeda School (& H)
Bizen

Morichika (<FifT)
Kenkyd (H4, 1190-99)

Fukuoka-Ichimonji school

Moriie 1. (#1{R5F5)

Joei (¥, 1232-33)

founder of the Hatakeda school

Morisuke (7))

Bun'ci (XK, 1264-75)

Munetsune (5% 18)

Showa (iE f, 1312-17)
son or student of

Sanemori

|
2. (ZARSFH)

Shogen (iEJE, 1259-60)

Moriis

Ochd (4, 1311-12)

son of Moriie 2., or acc

Moritoshi 1. (5F{%)
Showa (IEf0, 1312-17)

son of Moriie 2

10 a theory the student

of Morichika

Sanemori (FL5F)

Showa (iEfa

son of lesuke

I
Morishige 1. (5F )

Kagen (32, 1303-06)

Moriie 3. (=f¢

Einin (1=, 1293-99)

son of Moriie 2., or acc. to

a theory the son of Unshd (2£4:)

Motoshige (7 )
1312-17) sce scparate lincage

son of Morishi

Morinaga 1. (F1{U5FE%)
Shocha (IE,

Morishige 2. (—{X5Fil)
1324-26) Shocha (IE¥, 1324-26)

student of Moriie 2.

Moritsune (*]

Showa (Efn, 1312-17) Shohei (iEF,

son of Sancmori

Morinaga 2. (—{RSF4)

Morishige 3. (=fR5F )

Oan (5%,

1346-70) 368-75)

Morishige 4. (P9 {L5FH)

Oci (K57, 1394-1428)

Kanemitsu- and Chdgi School (He: « %)

Soden-Bizen

Osafune Kagemitsu (JEfR )

Yoshimitsu 1. ({8 %)
Kenmu (3, 1334-38)

2nd son of Kagemitsu

Yoshimitsu 2. (—{X#)

Oei (15K, 1394-1428)

Kanemitsu (o)
Kenmu (#3L, 1334-38)
son of Kagemitsu

student of Masamune

Yoshikage 2. (—{R35%)

Eiwa (0,

375-79)
Yoshikage It was the student

of Osafune Chikakage (¥ #)

Yoshikage 3. (= L5

Oei (15, 1394-1428)

Kaneshige (1)
Kenmu (13, 1334-38)

younger brother of Chdgi

Shigemitsu 1. (M{LH )
Ochd (1, 1311-12)
student of Kanemitsu, according to

transmission the son of Nagamitsu

Shigemitsu 2. (—fLH¥)

Ryakud (15, 1338-42)

Masamitsu (B¥)  Tomomitsu (&)

Joji (K176, 1362-68) Joji (¥ifi, 1362-68)
son or student of student of Kanemitsu

Kanemitsu

Rin-Tomomitsu (ffi %)
Enbun (¥ X, 1356-61)
younger brother of Kanemitsu,
said to be the student or son

of Kagemitsu

Motomitsu (3:)
Enbun (HE X, 1356-61)

son or student of Kanemitsu

Osafune Mitsunaga (s X&)

son of Osafune Mitsunaga

Kanenaga (#5)
Joji (F1iE, 1362-68)

cither son of Kaneshige

or Chogi

Nagashige (J ()
Kenmu (2L, 1334-38)

elder brother of Chogi

Nagayoshi (J£#)
Eiwa (A0, 1375-79)

student of Nagashige

Kanemitsu 2. (—-{UHk)

Enbun (4%, 1356-61)

Chogi 1. ({LR#)
Joji (¥, 1362-68)

son of Osafune Mitsunaga

Shigetsuna 1. (FI{ L)

Joji (¥Lifi, 1362-68)

son or student of Chdgi

Shigetsuna 2. (—{UH#H)

Oei (4, 1394-1428)

Nagasuke (J£8))
Shitoku (¥, 1384-87)

student of Chgi

Nagamori (J¢5F)
Eitoku (K, 1381.84)
student of Chogi, also said  student of Chogi

10 be the son of Nagashige

Oei (KK, 1394-1428)

Nagatsuna 1. (J&f#l) Chogi2. (Z{UJE#%)
Koryaku (HE, 1379-81)

Koryaku (HEIE, 1379-81)

tsuna 2. (U
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Some key characteristics
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Origin of the name of ‘Ichimonji’: often smiths of this group used just ‘One’ or ‘Ichi’ (—, in Chinese character or a horizontal line) as a smith name. There

are smiths who used their smith names in addition to ‘Ichi’ also smiths who used their smith’s name without ‘Ichi’. It is uncertain if ‘Ichi’ that looks like a
diagonal line and is seen in the mei of early Ichimonji smiths (Ko-Ichimonji smiths) is a character or a mark

* The meaning is symbolic, indicating they are “number one

supreme”, beyond comparison

* Key characteristic of the hamon is the presence of choji (clove shapes) as illustrated by the two kokuho meito below Okazaki-giri Fukuoka

Ichimoniji Yoshifusa and Sanchomo Ichimonji

Sources: M Sesko, Honma Junji
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* Another tell-tale feature of Ichimoniji is the predominantly mokume (wood-burl-like) or mokume-itame (wood grain with ovals/arcs) jihada

[tame — mokume [tame — mokume

* The hardened edge is rendered in nioi (smaller martensite crystals appearing as a haze or mist) as opposed to the more visible, larger nie crystals

Nie / ara-nie Nioi
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Sources: M Sesko


https://markussesko.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/mokume4.jpg
https://markussesko.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/hada-mix.jpg
https://markussesko.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/aranie.jpg
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* Utsuri (literally “reflection”) is additional hardening of the top layer of the skin steel above the hamon to provide torsional rigidity

* A mixture of ground bone and charcoal or of leather, hooves, salt and urine was used

* The temperature must not be very high and should stay under the melting point of iron. The longer the temperature is held, the deeper the
carbon will diffuse into the surface, with a typical depth of case hardening with this method is up to 1.5 mm (that is why utsuri still can be seen
after several polishes but gets weaker and eventually disappears when too much material is removed

* The dark areas between the nioiguchi and the border of the utsuri are called antai

e According to the pattern in which utsuri appears, we differentiate
between bo-utsuri or sugu-utsuri (FEBR L) - ERR U, straight
utsuri), choji-utsuri (T FBR Y, choji-shaped utsuri), midare-
utsuri (ELBR Y, irregular utsuri), nie-utsuri (G3BR Y , ji-nie based
utsuri), shirake-utsuri (B [TBR U, shirake-based , white-ish area
utsuri), botan-utsuri (4t FHBR Y , peony-shaped utsuri), and dan-
utsuri (EXBR Y, utsuri which consists of different layers).

Sources: M Sesko, D Brockbank
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* Longer, slender shaped Heian/Ko-Bizen blades with koshizori gave way to more robust, toriizori blades
» Kokissaki (earliest blades) evolved to chukissaki into early Kamakura and then ikubu (square-ish) into mid-Kamakura

* Into Nanbokucho, the blades became even bigger, with larger kissaki, lost some of their funbari and niku when compared to Kamakura
blades

Sources: Marku Sesko, Kokan Nagayama, Japanese Sword Museum



