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To-Ken Society of GB September 2016 meeting and AGM agenda 

1. September meeting report 

The meeting centred on a visit by a fellow German nihontophile Uwe Grabowski’s visit and 

his presentation about nihonto photography. Uwe is a fellow collector and enthusiast who 

has also perfected the art of taking high-quality, ultra high-resolution photographs, which he 

then superimposes and stitches together to produce a composite image through layering. 

Often he needs three days (20 hours of post-production Adobe Photoshop work) to create 

such a composite picture, needing to incorporate 1000-1500 individual-section photographs 

into a whole. He described the different techniques used by Fujishiro, Richard K George and 

Darcy Brockbank and commented on the characteristics of various scanners used by the 

profession as well (eg Epson and Canon). 

Uwe’s work can be seen at www.nihontophoto.com. He has offered to come to the UK for a 

longer stay and photograph a number of members’ swords. We shall try to organise such an 

event in 2017. 

As usual, there was a lot of study material encompassing elegant koshirae and tosogu, 

blades, eg: 

- Clive had brought his impressive Hizen Masahiro sword  

- David Maynard shared his two Mino blades: a Kanemichi tanto and a ShinShinto 

Jumyo 

- David Wells brought along an Iga no Kami Kinmichi blade 

 

 

2. Agenda for forthcoming 7-December AGM 

- Clive Sinclaire is proposed to be elected vice-president 

- Maurice Hayes is retiring as treasurer and will support future treasurer with advice 

on part-time basis 

- Michael Spasov is resigning as secretary and applying for treasurer role / further 

applications for treasurer role are welcome 

- Ian Chapman is applying for secretary role / further applications for secretary role 

are welcome 

A number of roles are being vacated by the existing committee members and some of the 

members are proposed to assume new responsibilities.  Applications for the roles of 

treasurer and secretary will be considered and voted on at the AGM. 

 

 

http://www.nihontophoto.com/


2 
 

Fig.1 Hizen Masahiro 
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 Fig.2 Jumyo tanto 
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Fig.3 Kanemichi tanto – oshigata and information 
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Fig.4 Kinmichi wakizashi 
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Fig.5 Muromachi blade 
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Fig. 6 Edo-period kozuka 

 

 

 


