THE TO—-KEN SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN
for the Study and Preservation of Jopanese Swords and Fittings

HON.PRESIDENT. B.W, ROBINSON, M.A., B.LITT. )
SECRETARY, MRS. C. DALE, 16 BRIGHTWELLS CLANCARTY ROAD LONDON, S.W.6. (01-736 6838)

PROGRAMME NO. 61

FEBRUARY - MARCH 1971

LAST MEETING: HMonday, lst February at the Masons Arms, Maddox
Street, London W.1l at 7.30 p.m. A

FOLLOWING MEETING: Monday, &th March at Princess Louis,/\High
Holborn; Holborn Kingsway tube, turn West, cross Kingsway, -
the Princess Louis is 50 yards or so cn the right-hand side.-
7.00 p.m.

FOLLOWING MEETING: Monday, April 5th at the Masons Arms, Maddox
Street, London W.1l at 7.30 p.m.

SUB"ECTS: February - Bon Dale talked ~m new members and catering
for "Beginners™ wi the aid of the rest of the members present.

March - A rcund table discussion on Yamato and
Tamashiro Den. If you have an oxemnle of either tradition please
bring it along. Bon Dale will supply ‘juyo'. )

CHATRMANS REPORT by Bon Dale

We can make no apoclogy fox the delay in sending our this
Programme. Members here will reguire no explanation and I'm sure
overseas members will know by nnw that we are having postal service
difficulties, namely a Strike. When “his issue will fall on your
doormat is in the lar of the Godcs let us hope it will be soon.

One or two important matters have occurred since the last
Programme. The first is something which I have great pleasure in
reporting, something which I inadveriently cmitted from the last
Programme. It was the second gart of John Hardingis letter, part
of which I published, and cortained information which I thought
John would want te announce himself, but he has since asked me
to do this for him, he teing in Japan.

S0 I quote the second extract from John'!s letter, as
follows:

iith regard o Malcolm Kesson's tsuba making, we have
spoken to Mr.Kokegucihi who ig Japan's iceading carver of Horimono
and he has decided to make Mr.Kesson a get of chisels to help him
with his work and also provide some cpeciel resin required for
polishing without which he says. the Jjob could never he done
properly. The gquestion of a name for him iz being carefully
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. cohgsidered and you will be informed in due course.

I had the pleasure of announcing the above at the February
meeting. Malcolm Kesgon was present and obviously received the
news with great delight. I 'believe he has now received the chiselsg,
we are all very pleased for him and we'll look forward to seeing
them at the next meeting doubtless. We recorded our thanks to
John Harding for his kindness and thought in bringing Malcolm
Kesson's work to the notice of the experts in Japan. Thanks,John.

The next thing'de that having talked about doing so for
some time, we have at ldat organized a meeting at another place.
This is a room at the I . acess Louis. I am told that this room
is larger, which is what we need, but whether or not it will be
suitable to our purposes we are not yet sure. There seems to be
some difficulty over establishing a permanent fixed date. This .
will not do of course; it will be seen that the March meeting
is a week later than usual, Just to try the room this once. If we
cannot secure a fixed booking we will return to the Masons Amms
and still hope to find a larger room.

In any case the April meeting will still take place at
the Masons Arms, as announced at the start of this Programme.
Mentioned elsewhere is the suggestion that if To Ken Meetings
could coincide with auctions at the leading Auction Houses this
would be a good thing. More out of town members might think it
worth while to come into London for both an auction and a meeting.
So, I am pleased to announce that we have been honoured by Sotheby's,
who have arranged for their next sale of swords and sword fittings
to take place on the first Monday of April to coincide with our
April meeting. I hope the strike will be over in time for all
members to receive notice of these two events. Heaven help us
all if it isn't!

For some months now we have discussed at meetings the .
desirability of finding a second source of polishing services in
Japan. Mr.Sayama is doing us a great service with his polishing
and we have no complaints about his efforts on our behalf.
Unfortunately he, as other agents, is restricted to taking only
nine blades at one time, and that only at intervals of six months.
Which means that we now have a back-log of swords waiting to go to
Japan, the last of which will probably not leave here for twelve
months. Our original offer to polish a blade in approximately
six months, now means at this date, around eighteen months -
twelve months wait and six months in Japan. So, we obviously are
in need of further help, and John Harding who is now permanently
resident in Tokyo, has offered higs services. At the last
meeting I showed a blade which John recently had had repolished,
and this blade exhibited a very excellent polish indeed. Charges
for this second service are given below, shipments again must be
restricted to nine blades, time about six months from arrival in
Japan.
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the thOtht of a. Ireshly filed’ tang obv1ously caused consternation,
Syd remarked’that signatures can be removed by clever hammer work
without filing which seems to be the best alternative. 'C.J.Smith
preferred to keep the tang untouched and to obtain an Orikami
showing the correct smith. Andy Ford handed Mr.Saito a wakizashi
blade signed Hosa Kawa Masayoshi, and for which he -had. received
Tokubetsu .Kiecho. All very cunning, and a test for Mr.Saito -

he passed. His opinion was that this was a genuine blade hy
Masayoshi. This smith usually worked in Soshu or Bizen Den.

He made boshi in the Ichimonji style. Masayoshi often had his
signature removed and other more famous names placed-there. To
avoid thls, he utilised a deep stamp along with his normal .
signature, which this sword had. Mr. SdlCO pronounced this to be a
very fine blade.

"Malcolm Hutchlnson submitted a long swird whlch looked

'1nterest1ng in the hada. The sword was made in the mid-Edo period,

250 years ago, and copied from Morishige. It was impossible to
place -the smith but it was either a Kyoto, Osaka, or an Osdfune man.
The steel for this blade wag imported ffom outside Japan,probably

Mr. Saito himself showed Malcolm the various colours in the steels,
which led him to this deduction. "Mr.Saito was willing to continue,

although.we were concerned that we might be wearing him out.-:.

‘ Captain Johnec ‘had an 1nterest1rv ‘tanto. Teomihiko said
that this was called Owari Koshirae.. The owari were a branch of
the Tokugawa family. The unusual habaki, = double type but only

. about half an inch long, was typlcally Owari. The tsuka is very
narrow waisted and the Kurikata is placed verynear the Koiguchi.

The koshirze was designed to meet the speclflcatlons of the Yagyu
Xendo masters. The kozukq, Puchi and Xashira were 'en suite and
signed by Takiaki. 'The blade was by Ujifusa of Mino, in the

Momoyama period, 400~ 500 yvears age. Owari was very close to Mino
.so it is.usual to find Mino blades in Owari koshirae. - Tomihiko

said that this was a very fine piece. It alsc clearly showed that

whilst we are struggling to learn about gwerd blades, there is an

enormous field of exploration in the mounting of blades. Capt.

Johnes had- snother short sword which had a weatherproof case to

cover the scabbard and tsuka. Tomihiko said that this was a
"raincoat® for a sword and were very rare nowadays. Apparently

merchants would use them on their swords and by s=liding the cover

down the scabbard would dpparcntly lengthen their sword and so
give themselves the status of Samurai., When danger threatened, they

“ - would quickly pull the cover up! The mounts of the sword were

ordinary and the biade wag signed. Soshu lMasahiro. The blade was
. Shimto, 330 years old. It looks older but isn't. The tang was
-not of good steel and the blade mighl bhe said to be a ready-made
quality. The ujifusa was much better.

Bill Baxter really looked a pzcture of deJectlon as he
offered his latest Wallis & Wallis acguisition. . He KNEW his sword
would be laughed out of the Mason's. It was a medium length sword
in military leather scabbard and the blade was of shobu-zukuri form.
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Mole asked Mr.Saito whether the blade was. originally that shape as
he thought that it was ciut down from Unokubi-Zukuri alohg the
back edgeé. ‘That Molé is & canny and cbservant collector! " Mr, -
Saito replied that this was so. The blade was altered to’the-
Satsuma style. This style of blade shape was originated by the
Shimadzu family whose.kendo style: required a sharp- point.,
Originally, the blade.had beefn much moré curved and-hed been
straightened and pointed by grinding along the back edge- through
the kissaki. The.blade itself showed strong activity and pronounced
itame hada and was signed Kaneugl. Mr.Saito said 'that-this . sword
was made by.Keneuji's son, Kanetomo who most probably’ inscribed. his
father's sighature: as a trlbute. -This sword was a very good sword .
indeed and the best sword seen that evenlng The effect on Bill ~
was magical, he sat purring all evening whilst the rest of. us lookéd.
on env;ously At that moment, Bon Dale arrived with a blade hg had.
acquired and was very.excited about. - Bon thought it to be identical
to Len’ Holtaway s Riokai, which had been brought to the meeting for
a comparison,  "So to top the evenlng off, and to Bon's good luck,
these two swords were shown. Bon felt 1t fair to Mr.Saito to- state
that'the Riokai had been given an origami by Tokyo Museum. Mr..
Saito gave it a stringent examination .and said himself to be in
agreement’ ~ it was indeed a genuine Riokai. It was in the Rei
style with suzu ha. It had good Riokai utsuri rather like
fingerprints. It was now the turn of Bon's sword. After long
consideration, Mr.Saito pronounced that this was true Yamashiro den
and was older than the Riokai. Everyone got excited at that,
particularly Bon. It was the work of pcrhaps the Sanjo but more R
11ke1y'the Ayanokoji school, about 1240 4£.D. There was more
activity in the narrow suguha hamon which was in nie, whilst.

that of the Riokai was in nioi. Said Mr,3aito, this sword was very
much better than the Riokai. Cor! (Chairman faints!)

Tomihiko said both these swords should be glven_the best

of care.

Syd Dlvers proposed a vote of thanks for our Japanese
guests which was supported by a really good round of applause.
Bon as Chairman rose. to thank both offlolally and hé proposed that
we should extend Honorary Membership of the To Ken Society to
both Mr.Saito and Mr.Inami. Mr.Inami accepted on behalf of both
of them, and the Club is proud to have them.

: So ended an evening which became a really memorable event
giving us all hope for future knowTedwe in the years to. come.

Januagx. - This was .quite a. crowded meeting in spite of the -
weather, .- Bon was in the chair. TVigitors- were Mr.Wilf Dodds from -
Durham whom Bon had first met fifteen years ago, through the
illustrious columns of the Exchange & Mart. Thére was also en -
incurgion from the North: Friend Rollands from Glasgow appeared
with his usual bulging bag of swords.  Also Brian Carver, who

has moved to Tiondon from Lowestoft so we will be seelng him
.regularly, it seems. Our guest spegker Roald &nutsen had brought
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two Kendoka who were staying with him. Mr. Ohta Hideaki 3rd Dan,
and Mr. Miki Eiji, folk singer and 4th Dan Kendo. The meeting -
got under way, some discussion -being necessary -on the sword
polishing facility. Capt.Johnes mentioned that he had had to
wait 6 years to get a blade returned from polishing. Bon is .
still waiting for some sent in 1961 but that is another story, - -
our time is usually well under one year, which shows how times
have changed for the better. -

Bon'is trying to find a copy of the film on swordmaking,
"The Art of the Swordsmith® - any information please? Ien Holtaway
mentioned that a friend of his had an interesting film which
members might like to see. There was a great clamour for something
really rude and erotic -~ not at all expected from our good memberg!
However, the film turns out to be a sequence showing an ancient
Nepalese ceremony in which a sheep is beheaded by a kukri. This is
obviously rare and unigue, and is available if we wish to borrow
it.

Sydney Divers was congratulated on introducing Mr.Saito ..
and Mr,Inami at the last meeting., Sydney is now trying to coerce
the leading auction houses” in to rearranging their sale dates to.
coincide with club meetings. If this can be done we may be able to
get the benefits of our Japanese friends guidance on a more
regular basis, and would be an attraction to out of town members to
visit both auction house and a meeting on the same day.

: -~ Roald's talk I have reported elscwhere but I will mention:
that we enoyed it, -especially the singing! With the théme of
spears, there were some véry nice examples around. Bill Baxter -
had just .found & high quality Yari blade. About six inches long of
broad and solid shape, it looked very attractive. Moreover, it _
wes really well made and in excellent state. Apparently the blade
had been mounted. in a Mother of Pearl covered shaft but the dealer

.had taken a hacksaw to it to remove the blade from the shaft.  So
somewhere there is a fine shaft badly butchered. Peter Wenman
brought another attractive Yari. This one was socket~-headed with
a very short stubby blade - rather nice.

Dave Parker had very delicafe'Yari fdr-the Boy's Festival. .
Total length was about 2-3 ft. and complete with parrying bar - -
Hadome. '

.- -Brian Turner had a huge Yari blade nearly 3 ft. long, -
complete with.saya. It had « dragon horimono on one side .and a."
bonji inscription on the other. It was suggested by some unfeeling.
members that it was more of a Crusaders or Viking sword. It is
difficult to believe that it was a useful weapon, but one never
knows. Brian also had a-massive blade of wakizashi length, fully .
half an inch thick. It was of unokubi-tsukuri form and signed .
Tekatenjiu Kaneaki of Totomi. It had a tameshigiri inscription
stating that it had cut through one body in the third position.’
It was made for Honda Suishu in 1558. There was a keri horimono on
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side of the blade and a bonji inscription “Hachiman Daibo Setsu'.
I thought it a very fine blade but was surprised that it was
made as early as 1558. A really interesting piece. TLooking at
some of the other swords, Vic Saville had. a Mino- blade in aray
army mounts with good Sambon -Sugu-ha - whilst Andy. Ford had two
blades for polishing.. OCne was attributed in gold to Katsumitu
and looked a good Bizen blade. The other, almost in a fine
polish but not quite o Andy's perfection, was.a beautiful blade
which Andy hoped to be by Hizen Tadayoshi. Trevor Armstrong had a
blade which made my mouth water. This was & wakizashi with very
large . itame hada <nd sugu-ha hemon which was extremely deep in
nioi and nie. Mole Benn also had a fine aword very soberly
mounted in best semurai tradition altliough everything was best
quality.: It.had a brick red ishime saya with those delightful "
The

bird mons of the Kojima family and gcpoerted solid gold menuli.
blade wag 14th century Bizen with very flamboyant chogi hamon
and most attractive. -

NEWS FROM THE NORTH

Tan Bottomley sent a letter with some more information for
erstwhile tsuba artists:- : .

Last Meeting -~ Was a talk by Bill Ince on sword tangs. Bill had -
carried out a large statistical gurvey of tangs from oshigata,-
motivated he said, by & need. to identify old blades among a pile of:
rusty bangers. . After dealing with the foru, position and number of’
holes found in tangs from Heiar times to the end of the Koto

period, he then went on to‘'deal with signatures. From all these
factors he could find no definite indicators that would identify . ..
an old blade. All this wag discussed by the meeting together

with the great problem of feking. Tiie conclusion brings us back

to the old idea, so often voiced in these pages, look at the
blade ~ the answer is there. ' ‘.

Next Meeting. ~ At the Seven Caks Hotel, Manchester at 7.30 -
p.n. on the 18th May 1971. This will be an account of experiments
on sword polishing by Joe Joliey. We have been over all this '
ground before but we have all learned a 1ot since then gnd new
members will .probably appreciate some comments on this problem. -

It is also hoped that a non member will be able to attend
and bring along some of his attempts - the results will amaze you.
If you have any home attempts please bring them; the sooner we
co~operate and solve this prcblem the sooner we will all save a
bit of money (ahd help the balance of payments).

Congratulations Mr.Kesgon for having a go at making sword-
fittings. There is no bettsr way of learning to appreciate the
work of Japanese vorkers. Meny details of the techniques used are
described in "Silverwork and Jewellery® by H.Wilson (I always
wondered what happened to the gold reserves!) .published by John
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Hogg, London 1912.. The -details are from a lecture given by Prof.
Unno Bisei of the Tokyo Fine Art Colle _e. All the basic techniques
are described together with the tools used. He also gives

methods for patinating alloys as well as making them. Here is an
extract on the making of shibuichi which you may find useful:

"The alloy most O~enerally used is that called 'Shibuichi'! -

Copper =~ 100 parts
Silver - . 30, 40, 50, 60 or 70 parts.

The colour of Shibuichil more-generally used is grey of a
soft and pleasing tone, bul you can make it dark or light,
raccording to the proportion of your alloys. Tor ingtance, you wish

. to make a tiree in flower, the petals of which may be made in gold
Af you wish them to be yollow, or silver if you wish them to be
‘white. The leaves are to be in Shibuichi and are of different
colours, so you would make up your different grades of. Shibuichi
according to the quantity of silver employed

To make a darker Shibuichi, that which is called 'Kuro-
Shibuichi! in Japanese is couposed as follows:

Shakudo 10 parts
Silver ~ 3 or 4§ parts

THé method of meltlno-ln order to produoe Dhlbulchl is
one which is simple after experience, but which requires
considerable care. If the two alloys are meltéed at the same time
you will not get the general Shibuichi colour, with fine spots
showing grey grain: —~composed of silver and copper - like a pear
skin, but on the other hand, if the two metals are melted together,
they will become somewhat darker and less of the nature of
Shibuichi because the molecules of silver will have mixed too much

.w11:h the copper. :

Now, the first stage in the productlon of Shibuichi is to
melt the copper as usual, and when it is quite melted put the
silver in (sheet, or graln or wire) and watch that it is not too
much melted to mix. When this is done, pour into an oiled pot
(the quantity of oil, reooseed about half, according to the sigze
of the pot). .

. There is another way to mix the nelting metals, viz:
by taklng a pot large enough for the.guantity of metal, covering
. it with a common but strorg, cloth of a muslin-like nature (not
too tightly stretohed), place in it hot water - just hot enough
to put the fingers in - and then pour the metal through- the cloth
into the receptacle. This gives almost the same result, but it
will probably bring a much, softex and finer surface. wt

CHRISTMAS QUTZ

I'm pleased to see this was well received. Here are the
answers as supplled by Han Bin Siong, except 8 and 10 which I have
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supplled and. may well prove oontroversma]
Sie.i 0 Beginners Answers: SR

... 1.vith the Ha-Saki (cuttlng edge) upwards taklng care‘,p:‘
that the sides of the bladc do not touch the scabbard, :

: 2.An Aikuchi has no tsuba (and. consequently no seppa)
Other types are Hamidashi tsuba and Kwalken.

Z.Haneuji. -

- 4. Not older thsn 374 Years. Yakldashl is-a slgn of a
Shinto blade. : : _

Blzen.A
More Advanced Students Answers

o6 Bungo school. - Bungo Yuklhlra.
7.Muramasa or Sengo school

-8.Sanguri Tetsu.ls steel forged in such .a way as to glve a
very open hada, and is a feature of the Horikawa schgol. : .

S.According to the Japanese: Gassan Sadakazu. In To Ken
circles: Xurihara Nobuhide... . .

10.&0 Bozen Tomonarx.‘

ROALD KNUTSEN'S TALX ON SO- JUTSU

"Roald started off asklng Miki “1“1 San to sing a very old
song . of the Samural which ‘extols the Yarl ‘as well as arm- bendlng
(Saki' of course).  The.song, delivered with tremendous style, .
really evoked -the splrlt of. bushldo and gave 1mpetus to a hlnhly
interesting tall, . . .. BRI

. "The Spear_in Japanese History™ e @
T L - Roald M, Knutsen - .

MikiiEiji-San i'Vuroda Bushl in Japanese.

Dmmc&me,mumgake k
If you drink sake Lo
Drink it
S0 as to take this yari -
Number One in Japan.

. Then you will be.a. N
Real bushi of. Turoda'

- Thls is a literal renderlng of a famous folk song _
composed by the retainers- of “the Kurdda family. -It has heen
popular in Japan-ever sincde-the early seventeenth century and it
is still commonly to be heard. But whet of its origin? Preserved
by the Kuroda family is a very fine nageyari - or more-correctly,.
e hira-sankaku nageyari - whose blade measures about three shaku.
Engraved ‘on the widest face is a. dragon. Although unsigned ang .
an orthodox work it is considered tc be of unparalleled quality.’
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In the records- of the Kuroda-han is preserved the account of
-how they acquired this fine spear.,

One day a retainer of TLord Xuroda came to see Fukushima
Masanorl, who after the Soklg hara War was given Hiroshima by
Tokugewa Ieyasu with an income of 493,000 koku, replacing Mori
Terumoto. Masanori immediately recognlsed his v1s1tor as Mori
Taihei, a general and clan coun01llor of the Kuroda-han. Very
pleased to see him, TFukushima Masanori offered him some sake but
Taihei politely refused it on the grounds that sake would do him
no good

. "Taihei, I know of your- iame, but if such a brave bushl
does not drink suke, it -means you are disgraced" remarked Masanori
who ‘had already: been drinking heavily. "Shame! Cowardl®

At thls, Mori Taihei felt anger rise within hlm.

"iDrink it Masanori contlnued and if you do I will give
you anythlng that you may wanth. :

_ Taihei looked up at the yari that was on a spec1al rack
in . the place of honour behind his host; the famous yari that was
'glven to - Tukushima Masanori by the Talko Toyotomi Hideyoshi.
lfagsanori named it "Number One in Japan® and bushi also called it
"Nihon-go®. He.considered for a moment, Lhen drank three 1arge
draugnts of sake, -

“I will have that yarl then‘ Talhel had. 1t in mlnd to
return the 1nsulL made by Masenori when he had cried 'Coward'

y “Alrlght take it!¥ said Wasanorl, handlng the weapon to
the Kuroda general and. smiling. .

‘The ‘following morning Pukushina Masanorl was ‘sober . and
recalled what he had done while full of sake.. He sent a messenger
to Mori Taihei dsklng him to return the spear, but Taihei refused.

© Just. as it is true to say that while there were famous
swords, there were- eoually famous swordsmen, so we can -say with .
certainty there were many faumous spearmen. But here we do not need
to surmise for in Japan there existed many hundreds of- schools of
the martiad, arts-and some of these prescrve well documented
traditions. -

An important contributory factor towards.this preservation
was that the fighting arts of the warrior were exclusively: in the
hands of the professional bushi class. .Secondly, we know- that
the traditional respect.towards one's teachers ensure that the
actions and thoughts of these teachers will be kept as examples to
succeeding generatlons.. :

Spear technigque is guite an ancient as the recorded study
of swordmanship, and here we can find most interesting parallels
with the development of weapons in Japan. In fact although
excellent swordsmanship was the ideal of the bushi, the first
recorded system of weaponry was not of the sword but of the naginata.
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It is considered that the Ko-ryu of naglna+a can be reliably .

dated to 1164 compared-with the earliest date for a Kerfutsu style
at around 1350, However, we must remember that during the late-

Heian and Xamaltura periods the naginata was hlghly regarded by

many warriors and we. have many stirring accounts in lyrical - ’
language of the use of this weapon in the "Heike Monogatarit® and
the “Taiheiki'. :

These very an01ent records are unreliable and possibly _
exaggerated, but we come to surer ground about the time of the Onin
War-in the Kyoto region from 1467 to 1477.

It is at this time that we find = resurgence of interest
in the simple straight bladed yari as opposed to the heavier
naginata. The former was better suited to battle between infantry @@
at close quarters; the latter more suited for open fighting.
Although there are examples of yari made before the Onin War, these
are rare; but after Onin the many varieties come onto the scene
in: 1ncrea51ng numbers so that it is now comnon to find examples
from even the first half of the sixteenth century.

In parallel to this development we find the art of
spearmanship, or so—jutsu being studied by’ the “bushi. 'The first
such school may: have beeir the famous Tenshin Shoden Shinto Ryu
originated in the latter part of ‘the 15th ‘century by Iishino Choisai,
a samurai from Shimosa in the Kanto. This men studied so-jutsu
in Kyoto under Kabusetoki Gyobi Shosuke. He then spent three years
at the Kashima Katori Shrine perfecting his theories of. the
martial . arts ‘before announcing his "Heaven Revealed Divine Stylef.

. Iishino Choisai is regarded as being one of the greatest
spearmen both with yari and the naginata. His style attracted nany
stuaents, though the fame of his school rests chiefly on Kenjutsu.
Amongst his ‘students was a ritualist at the Kashima Shrine, .
Matsumoto Bigeh-no-kami, On the 15th /pril 1483 Choisai died" buc . .
his style is still followed to this day.

Matsuioto Bizen-no-kami Naokatsu founded his own style,
durlng the time of the Ashikaga ‘Shogun, Yoshitane, about 1490 to
1493, Kendo hlstorlans acknowledge nim as one of the truly great
swordsmen in all-Kénjutsu history,-a master of to-ao Jutsu._ The -
invention of the cross bladed form of yari known as magari. or S
Jumonji-yari, is rellably credited to him. During his active
lifetime he fought in twenty-three -battles, his favourite weapon
being the yari. In thos; battles hé took over one hundrod heads
He was: a general of the. t asnmnq clan. .- - o iy

' Though Hatsumoto was a brhve bUShl and was J_mmensely .
skilled in the arts of war, he'died of a spear thrust in the -
stomach received during theé night battle at Takamagahara in Shimosa
which occurred-in.1525. This swall scale battle, scarcely bigger
than a skirmish between a few hundred men,:todk place when Lord =
Kashima Yoshimoto made a night attack in .an effort to recover his.
fortress. HMatsunoto Bizen was fifty seven at the time of his death.
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Kaghima Yoshimoto also fell in the fighting.

. In thé mlddle of the Sengoku Jidai two of the most
famous protagonists vere the Dalmyo Uesugi Kenshin and Tskeda
Shingen who carried. on their belligerance over. decades. While.
their praises have been sung by older generatiorn Japanese
historians as examples of excellent strategists this can be shown
to be in doubt and their four major encounters in the Kawanalajima
Wars in the mid-16th century were auddled and. inconclusive.

But one of the Takeda gencrals deserves mention. He was
Yamamoto Kansuke Yorinori, who became skilled in to-so jutsu in hig
ecarliest youth. He is Jmnown to have practised cutting running
water in a stream and so hig style is gometimes called Dolki-ryu.
During his career in which he followed in the main the Kyo-ryu
from -the Kansai region, he was '"most successful in capturing
castles and forts and in increasing his lord's territory®, He was
~killed in action in August 1561 by musket fire.

An early record of an actual contest also comes from the
annals of the Xyo-ryu. Yoshioka Mataichiro Naoshige, a member of
the family carrying on the style, was twenty-four when he had a.
match with one Asayama Santoku of the Ten-ryu at Higashiyama Yasaka,
and broke Santoku's head. This was on the 15th August 1605. News
of this fight 5pread rapidly among the bushi and eventually it
reached the ears of Kashima Rinsai of the Shinto-ryu. He immediately
came to offer a contest to Yoshioka Naoshige, travelling from
his home province of Hitachi. This was in June 1606.

Rinsal was a big man standing almost six shaku and he was
very strong. At the commencement of the contest he advanced
slowly inch by inch. He was armed with a nagemaki which had a real
sword blade mounted at the end of a seven foot shaft. His opponent,
the youthful Yoshiocka Naoshige, was armed with a katana. :

As soon as he saw Rinsail stepping forward, Naoshige said
:"Rinsai! Tactics do not depend on our power alone. It does not
" matter if we fight a small or a large person. I am sorry but I w111
.take your life away soon. You had better pray to Buddha!™

' In this way Naoshige forestalled his enemy by making Rinsai
angry. ‘His opponent replied: "Don't be impertinent". He attacked
:Naoshige like a dragon. The distance between them was about six or
seven shaku. Mataichiro Naoshige avoided this .attack by leaping.
back and stood ready in chudan-no-kamae to rush in close. Then
Rinsai tried to cut him by whirling the shaft but at that instant
Mataichiro Jjumped in and struck down at the centre of Rinsail's head.
Rinsai fell down instantly and died two days later.

Although comparatlvely short-lived the Kyo-ryu is remarkably
well documented.  The following extract pr0v1des an interesting
illumination of the period when the Tokugawa Balkufu had Just come
to power, :
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On the 22nd June 1615 an ancient theatrical festival known
as sarugaku was held in Xyoto and the populace was allowed to = -
attend.. The mllltary goverment arranged for bushi to tafe strict
precautlons to prevent dloturbuﬂceu.

A ‘cousin of the - Kyo-ryu masters, named Yoshloka Seifuro
°h1gesuke, was “& noted 'swordsman. Although this Shigesuke had
only just recovered from an illness, he went along to watch the
sarugalcu for it was rarely possible for ordinary people to watch
uUCh an event, , .

: Amongst the constables was a 1ow class samurai named
Tadaml Yazozaemon who was on btad terms with Selguro Shlgesuke., s
This Yagozaemon was suppressing the spectators in a most off1c1ous
manner with a stave. Catching sight of Seijuro he came across .
and deliberately struck him on the head shouting that the samurai
was standing too high. -Seijurc was very. angry but eontalned himself
out of consideration for where he was.. Soon Yazozaemon came back
and struck Seijuro's head for a second time. Glaring at ‘him,
the samural did nothing. - But when this happened on yet a: third
occasion, he lost his patience and’ left the place saying io‘.
Yazozaemon I'You shell pay for this®, : .

.. He came back a short time later with hlS katana eoncealed
beneath his. clothing. It was nearly two -in the. aftérnoon and
only one programme remained of the Sarugseku. Seijuro worked hlS
S way . elose to’ Yazozaemon. and as soon as he came within strlklng
distance he drew out his-sword and cut the man down, saying
CiThis is in return for your aetlons' -Tadami Yazozaemon, covered
in blood died 1mmed1dte1y L

Seelng this incident the crowd was thrown 1nto a turmoil
and - this hampered the bushi who struggled through the press of -
people to® arrest belaur‘o.' But .the, swordsman cut anyone who .
came too- close to.him one after the other without becoming: ex01ted
his‘ sword was so0. 11ve1y that he had soon cut through about thirty
SOdegﬁTaMl and moJjiri and some Ffourteen or. fifteen: men lay injured,
six or seven to die of their wounds. They naturally hesitated to

. close with so formidable a.man, - -Seijure. took advantage of the

. réspite to Jump up onto the.stage of the sarugaku and. regaln his
breath. . Then he stood. waltlng for his enemies to close in, know1ng
that there could be Oﬂlj one end to this incident. “

Otw Chubel, a retalner of the: Ml]ltary Governor of Kyoto,
Iga—no -kami Katanshige, wds given'a choto or naginata, by his .

~*lord land commanded. to g6 and dcfeat Seijuro. -Chubei closed with

the swordsman but in the fight Selauro, weakened by his recent .
illness and exertlons, LEll dowwt, - Chubei said-"It would:be a.
shame to cut & person who ‘is. a.warrior wnen fallen. Stand up and
' we shall’ continue®." ’ SERAE o _

When Selauro ceme io hls fcet Oua Chubel cut and kllled
him.. It was because of this serious 1n01dent that the Lyo—ryu was
termlnatod in Kyoto and the Yoshioka family became dyers,’ giving
up samural rank, .
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Tsuhahara Bokuden was one of the most colourful figures
amongst the swordsmen of the sixteenth century. Probably born in
4189, his life spans almost the entire length of that violent
perlod called the sengolu jidai. He lived eighty-two years, dylng
in 1571, a decade after Oda Nobunaga, Lord c¢f Owari, had
commenced his foréible subjugation of central Japan.

Egually familiar with sword or gpear, he had studied

at- the Kashima Shrine where his adoptive father was a ritualist
and a noted swordsman., Tsukahara Shinzaemon Taksmoto was
Lord of Tsukahara castle in Hitachi province and a powerful minor
lord. Bokuden inherited both his father!'s kengutsu style and
fiefs.  During his early years he studied to-so jutsu under the
two famous masters, Yuki Masekatsu and Sano Tentokuji, and

. especially spearmanship  from Keniidzumi Musashi-no-kami Nobutsuna.,
Even-when ‘his style had become -famous he still received training
from. Nobutsuna at Ueno in Musashi, now part of Metropolutan Tokyo.
In the 30!'s and 40}s of the sixteerth century he_was the instructor
in military tactics..to many famous flgures in Kyoto including the
Shogun; Ashikaga Yoshiteéru (murdered in 1565).

From the-time of his flrst duel-with real swords fought
at the -age_of seventeen -at Kiyomizu in. Kyoto he fought nineteen
shinken~ghobu (live-blade matches), partlclpated in thirty seven
battles, and engaged in several hundred wood sword matches. -
In all these he received not a single sword cut, though he was
wounded six times by .arrows in battles. He is thought to have
killed more than two hundred-enemies.

. There is a reliable record of one of hls real sword matches
fought against Kajuwara Nagato of Shinnofusa though the date .
cannot now be fixed. Nagato was:an expert with the choto, or
naginata,- favourlng a weapon with a blade length of one shaku,four

.or five sun in’ length. The average length of naginata blades at
this- perlod would. be: about two.’sheku. His blade was so sharp and his
technique “so good that it is said that he could cut down flying.
swallows, pheasants or ducks with ease. He was considered by many
bushi as worthy of the highest praise for his naginata skill
in fencing matches. Despite this, Nagato'!s pupils were greatly
worried  when they heard of the impending match with Bokuden and
they urged their master to refuse the fight. But he replied:

"The shrike has the ability to pursue and capture the pigeon which
is much larger than himself.But if the shrike sees a hawk which

is even smaller than himself, then he hides. There are always
strong and weak things. It ls due to an opponent's_unskilled
technique that I can cut both -his arms with my choto. It is not
50 easy to defeat a man armed with a three shaku sword, but the
naginata with a blade 1less than three shaku is the 5ame as the
short bladed yari. Even if I am cut- by Bokuden, T shall not die
without defeating him."

On the day of the match as: gsoon as Kajuwara Nagato left his
stool armed with the choto of one shaku and five sun, Tsukahara
Bokuden stepped in, made a 31ng1e cut with his tachi of two shaku,
nine sun and cut hls opponent in two.
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A Jlttle earller I mentloned student of the Ten—ryu
who met his" deféat at the hands of Yoshloka ‘Naoghige-.in 1605."
The orlglnator of the’ Ten—ryu was - Ide- ﬂangan Deni-bo who, in his™
youth, studied’ under Tsukehara Bokuden. -This was Just prior to
Bokuden's death. " After -a period 2t the Kamakura Hachiman shrine
he formulated hlS style and called it the Ten—ryu,-or‘“Heavenly.
utYle“ C L .

e made hle stylo well known in the Kanto in HltaChl
Province but his success caused jealousy in a follower of another
Kenfutsu school Thig Fasuul no-guke- bpread alanderous tales:
about DenL1 bo. . :

Eventually Denl—bo offered to seotle this with a match
with real swords and, as Kasumi-no-suke was his inferior in . : .
technlque, the 1atter was-cut at once and lost his life.

' When the news of his son's ‘death reached O'Puma—no—kaml h
became very angry and went etralght to hig master and complained
of the matter. Mekabe Anyaken was also angry and commanded him
to challenge Denki~bo to a matchs This was because Kasuni-no-sulke
had been .a favourite pupil of ! nyaken's echool and it was felt to be
a dishonour to himself if Denki-bo was left alone since Deniti
resided within Anyaken's territory. The offer was .accepted and
Denki-bo.decided that it should take place at the Acala Shrine
in Ma&abe. :

On the day of the match Ide hdngan Denkl—bo waited with
only two pupils at the app01nted place. “Sakurai O'kuma-no-kami
arrived with several retainers armed with bows and with many foot
soldiers. (ashigaru). But seeing Denki-bo standing in the centre
of the shrine holdlng a. kanna-yari,-a spear with a sickle blade - .
with his two pupils, Sakurai hegitated to come any closer due.to. .
Denki's. dignified bearing. At length Sakurai called out that he .
had heard that Denki-bo had a sccret technique for cutting down . -
flying arrows called Ya-k1r1~no tachi and he asked to see thls.;ﬂ,,
Denki agreed and he cut down three successive arrows shot at him
using a . jumonji- yarl. Then Sakural signalled.to his retalners
who all shot arrows at Denki-bo as fast as they could.. Denki. .
wilirled his fumonji-yari and cut down as many- as he could but. at’
least he was shot and died.: This tock place 1n 1588 ~and Denxl~bo.
was thirty-eight years old . o . - AP

In this brief ta_L I have presented a brlef cross sectlon
of reliable facts about the actual use:of spears-in Japan. I
have concentrated on the period from:the.decline of the Muromachl
ohogunate to the first years of the Tocu“awa Bakufu. simply because
it is this period that chlefly interests me. lMore-important,
comparatively little serious work has beenr done in. this area of ”
Japanese weaponh studies compared with research into Kendo hlstory.

. Many schools of Kenjutsu, even. from the earllest period,
descended through the Tokugawa period and still, exist to-day._-
Xendo hasg been lucky in that. w1th suoh a 11v1ng art a number
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of the senior sensei are always concerned with preserving its
tradition, not only pure sword technique but, more important,

its history and philosophy. In 1919 Yemada Jirckichi himself a...
high ranking master of the ancient Jiki-Shinkage-ryu ~(Kenfutsu
and Naginata) published hig "Nihon Kérido-shi® or "Jépanese Kendo
History" and it is from this previously untapped source I have’
dravn nmy data to-day. DBut if Kéndo i§ very much alive, the
reverse is the case with spearmanship.

A Naginata is now the only branch that has.survived the
Meiji Restoration healthily... It 'is curious that one of the oldest
of the major martial arts should . have been néglected 'to almost
exclusively ‘a female following, though many lady sensei have. _
formidable skill. The formerly powerful yari is now only preserved
in the kata (forms) of certain surviving Xenfutsu schools. While
Naginata can. 'be practised safely, . the techniques of the yari are
drastic and dangerous. In consequence yari-jutsu is in danger of
being lost for ever.. : : :

- We have sword blades‘to study: we have yari and naginata.
In parallel we have Kenfutsu, Xendo and Naginata-do. Tor yari )
we have very little. L . :

COMMENT

Roald'!s talk prompted the question "What makes it so
dangerous to fence Yari?? Yari  technique is very strong as a
hand to hand technique and very drastic. . Not like gquarter-staff,
one of the best cuts is upwerds beétween the legs. Get that cured ™
on the National Health!! ~(Blue Crosg to overseas friends!) -
Also the yari could be used to cut under the arm pit, the weakes
point in Japanese .armour. Another question raised was whether

a1l the peculiar shaped spears were actually used, i.e. the Hokko.™’
Yes,- they really were, and were developed for various forms of
specialist fighting technique. . A samurai would select the most
suitable spear to be used at that particular instant in battle.

SWORD POLISHING - lst Source -

The Society will arrange for the repolishing of swords
in Japan. This will normally take about six months from despatch
by our shippers in London to return here from Japan. - The cost -~ =
cannot be estimated exactly, dependirg on the length and condition
of the blade and the services required. Very.approximately it
will. be £40-£50 for a long sword, -£25-£30 for a short-sword.at
maximum. - The services available are: Repolish, shirasaya; wooden
habaki, tsunagi (wooden blade for mounts); shinsa (certification: .
of authenticity by N.B.T.H.XK. panel ‘of sword experts in Japan). .
A deposit of £25 is. needed for a long sword; £15-for a short sword,
There is no. 1imit on the number of blades which can be sent at
one time by one member. Fach blade must have attached a label
giving name and address of owner; swordsmith if signed; services
required - repolish, shirasaya,etc. The estimated prices above
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include ‘trangport and.customs:clearance charges,etc, which are -
divided ‘between all:members.included in ‘a batch of swords. The
Society makeés no profit or charge. Blades for repolish and ..
deposits ‘payable to .the Society should he sent to K. D, PafkerHEsq,
17 Strlckland Row, Wandsworth, -London, S.W,18, - S

SWORD POLISHING = ond. Source

The following are the approximate prices depending on ‘the -
rate of exchange of the.gervices offered by John Harding in Tokyo.
Members wishing -to avail themselves of these services- are asked
10" ¢ontact’' David Parker, in the usual way, always announced
at the end of each Programme.

POllShlng. At the present rate dpproxumately 30/~(£1 50) per
O .. dnch of blade surface.
Shirasayss: . Between £6 to &8 1noiud1qg wooden habaLl.

Silver Habaki: About £8 extra.

Gold Habaki: . About £11 extra S . : _

Hilt Binding: About £9 for a katana in silk. Best quallty style
binding about £13. Walkizashi about 20% cheaper.

All blnaln zs in silk only. .

Scabbard - - - Top dquality repairs :are. offered to 1a0quer- these
Regairs:" . obv1ously by quobatlon on recelpt SV »
OSHIGA’I‘A 5 |

A reminder to new. uembers who may have dlfflcultles in’
reading tang 1nscr1ptlons due to inadequate references, that if
they care %o send & rubbing (oshigatz) of the tang, wddressed to
Fred 'Stride Egq., Preston Cottage;-North Road, Preston Park,
Brighton, - Sussex he will check it for them and send  then all
available 1nformat10n he has on the swordsmith or 1nscr1pt10n
Pleage remembér to make a careful rubbing of ihe whole tang,
both sides, not just the inscription.

N IHON 0 NLWSLETTER

: New mémbers w111 like to, know and others ‘be remlnded of a
venture started in .Japan in January 1963, by Albert Yeamanaka and
Associites. - The Nihon To Newgletter is a b1~month1y publlcatlon
in English, 30 ‘plus pages, .on Japanese swords ‘and its related:
flelds Packed with information from authoritative Japanese '
sources, .there-is no other publication in English which can offét
such a’wealth of knowledge to the serious student of the sword.
Members. wishing to 5Ubscr1bc to thls non—proflt maklng publlcatlon
bhould wrlte to'-

. B K . oLt .

-
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NTHON TO NEWSLETTER,
C.P,0.Box 967,
Tokyo, Japan.

Enclose: Name, address, city, state,etc. and remit .Twenty (20)
U.S. dollars or equivalent. Bank Cashiers cheque only - NO
personal cheques.

ATR MATL POSTAGE

For overseas members wishing to have their Programmes sent
air mail, the subscription rates are increased as follows:

EUrOpCeeescnsresacaensnssd3,
" U.5.A. and elsewhere.....310.00

NEVW_MEMBERS

We have much pleagure in welcoming the following new

members to the Society:

Federico Imciano Esq.,
Flat 18,

St.James's Residences,
Brewer Street,

Tondon W.1l.

Clive Jackson Lsq.,
Iveagh Cottage,
Wylam,
Northumberland.

George Durac, FEsqg.,

hoenix Gallery,
108 Crawford Street,
Iondon W.1l.

Inami, Tomihiko

President Japan Sword Co.Ltd.,
81 Tomoe-cho,

Shiba,

Minato~-Ku,

Tokyo, Japan.

Saito, Tekatoshi,
Japan Sword Co.Ltd.,
81 Tomoe-cho,

Shiba,

Minato-Lu,

Toltyo, Japan,



