THE TO—-KEN SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN
for the.Study and Preservation of Jopanese Swords and Fittings

HON. PRESIDENT, KAZUTARO TORIGOYE, Dr. LITT.
SECRETARY, 17, FICCADILLY ARCADE LONDON, S.W.1. (HYDe Park 6496)

=

-~ L e

PROGRLMIE
FROGRAMIS

T3 [EIETINCG lionday, Jovember 6th, 1967 at The Ia
Mznddox Street, London, V.1 a2t 7.30 p.u

o USJECT Will be a talk by John runderson entitled "An
Introduction to Armour". lewmbers are asked to
. bring armour, or portions of armour. Cword

collector'!s are asized to bring Tachi as cxcwmples
of swords which rere worn with armour. Small
Tittings illustrating armour would also be welcome.

LLOT HAZTING Tas the Annual CGeneral and the election of

Officers for the next year. A neuy Committec of
seven ras elected as fellows: Alan Bale, Peter
Cottis, ODiduney Divers, Bon cale, Malcolwm Hutchinson,
Prof. lacfarlane; with David Tudor 7illicwms as

the ner Chairman. The elections trere Tollowed by

a lively dicscussion on the affairs of the Society.
The gencral outcome of this isz summed up in our

new Chairman's resort, which follows:

Citate of the Societv by The Chairuan

It is never easy to tale over a Jjob fron
someone 2lse, narticularly -raen that Derson has

been performing it as -jell and as sure ly as Douglas
. Iright. So may I, for the three neiwr committee

members and ayseii, say to all "Hello, here e

are, we hepe we will rewvay the confidence you

showred in electing ugi!

It iz usual to start a new year with a revier of
the old, so I =riil say just this: the Dociety is
deﬂuﬁtely solvent, we ncw have 11z mewmbers and e

succaeded in siaging 12 meetings in 12 wonths, =osv
of +thich -=7ere pretty well attended. DBon vale hos
done wonders rith the Programme and the secretary
convinues to hold everyithing together in her
inimitable ravy.

So much for the past -~ that of the future?
“Te now enter our 4th vear with a steadily growing
membershis, so sc much for the wiseacres - withous
and within - who thought it couldn't be done - and
said soi Te even have z2n exhibition scheduled
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at one of tho great wuseums of Zurore - no mean
effort for so young an organisation. Our member-
ship is literally world wride and without a poenny
niece spent in cdvertising ourselves. By any
standerds, this is good, I Delieve,

tflowr we must zeen it all uvp, and this is -shere
T fuwrn to you, The Committes of a Seociety lile
ours is - in the long run - only as good ag tho
membershin will et it be. ifter all, we arce - all
of us - Tirct and Toremost mewbers together,
T2 are orgenised in a Socievy solely by virtue of
coricn interests and all the Committice con - or
shouid do - is to try and co-ordinate these
interests tc the best advontage of us ail. To be
effective in this, which is re2lly the tasik of
organising individual interests and points of views
to the mmutuzal benofit of all, the Coumittee must
zneoiwr whav is wranted. S0, please, all of you,
wTherever you are, let us znow what vou thinl - whai
is right w1ith uvs and what is wrong. If there are
things you lilze wve will rcinforce thewm and if the
contrary, wo will try and change them if at all
aossinle. If we don'v Itnow we can't do anything!

I thiniz thet is 211 I can say. This is your
Sceiety and e are your Committee. Help us to
continue to organise things in the dircction vou
wtant, so that your Society can go on to even
greater success,
T From Peter Cottis, an interosting side light on
collecting, ?ﬂr**cularlj as so many swords appea
in Salercoms thase days, words of wisdom which
will repayv careful study:

(8]

fuctioneers and the lisrepresentation Lct 1967

The lisropresentation :.ct 1967 came into
force on ALpril 22nd and sessns to have caused scne
agitation amongst [fuctioncers and some re-thinizing
of their practice in -rriting catalogues,

One of the major eiffects of the fct is that it
is much more difficult thzn it ras for anybody to
vrotect hinself against being sued for incorrecily
describing goods he sells. Before the Lct it was
wossible for an Luctioneszr 3o say, in his Cond:itions
of Sale at the Tront of the catalogue, that "lMo
liability is azccezted by the fuctioneer or the
Jendor for any errors of descripivion and no
wvarranty is given as to thie authenticity of any loi"
and be rezssonadbly sure nobody could sue him. HNew
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such a clause will worlz only if the Court considers

it "Tzir and recsonable in the circumstances of
the case'.

3

This Hag nad tiro effects. First, the

catalogn include a more reassnably expregssed
dlsclhlmer in larger type. Second, both Sotheby's
and Christie's have adonted a more or less standard
wording for Japanese worlss of art with names on,

In catalogues mublished this season, vou will
sometines see things described zs "Signed so-and-co®
and sounetimes "Inscribed" or "Zearing the signadure
of sc-~aznd-so". "Iligned" should now mear that the
cavaloguer thinlzs its rrobably genuine, or has an
origami rhicih savs 1t is. "Inscribed" or "Bearing
the scignovure" of means thot he doesn't.

“his may or may not he imporitant in law -
it dewends -rhether the court thiniis the basic
isclainer "fair and ressonable", Howvever, it is
certainly imporvant in rractice because one nov has
an exzertit's oninion on the genuinoeness of a piece
and because of the sporting rule, (which has aliays
been in the Conditions) that if you bring a thing
hacl: within three weeks of buying it and satisfy
the auctioneers that it is "considered in the
}ight of the Zerms of the Catalogue", a forgery,
you can have vour wumoney baclz. I the Catalogue
says '"inscribed!, the thing was sold =2s & forgery
and you o't Zedt your ugney baciz,

This neir descrintion seems to e 2 zood one,
and I hoje that the cataloguers won't be scared off
Ty buyers demanding guzraniees of genuineness irhich
they obvicougly can't give, Likke all other exmwerts,
they can only give their opinion for what it is
wrorth, and the collector =must malze his mind us in the
light of 11 thte oniniong he czn get, including
his owm. Zersonzlly, I prowose to treat the
imnlications of "Uigned" with some reserve, but o
accent those of "Inscribed" without hesitation.
This does not mean of coursc, that 21l compiiers
of catalogues have yet comnletely mastered the usc
of these descrirvtions. One can still see catalogues
in which most swords are "signed" and are thercfor
on the strength of the ahove article,presumadly
genuine. Fersonally, I wonder if these particular
termas can be applied to sword blades, although they
can obviovoly be of wmerit vhen describing ceramics
etec., with sword blades, as it ought to be with
everything else, it must still come back to the
rersonal judgement of the cventual buyer whether
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Lot 75, 2 guite ordinary Tachi with an 13th century
17ing Bilade, =mavt Dlaciz lacguer scabbzrd, iron and
brass mounts, mzde L0 gns. Lot 82,2 finely mounied

ratans with mounts of coppesr ishime, the blade by
Omi no Dajo Tadzhiro, the son of Tadayoshi lst.
Unfortunately, the tlade ras tired, this swmith wos
very good vut nzde blades with a very thin slrin
thet soon showed their =z2ge, 75 gns. Lot 85, =
ing Y¥=zt2na with wounts of Thalude nanalto all en
uite, the Hlzade Dy Tairyusai Munehiro dated 1055,
-5 s. The thrze best swords in the sale ;ere
, 2 short {21") sword signed Nagamiisu
2robably Zrd generoticn, the shape =wras Unoizubi
zulruri, wevnted in shiraca with a Halzusui orilzauni
5C gns. Lov S9, @& tachi wi b a fine blade signad
. aminolzira Yuziyashi probabliy lith century, 19C gns
Lot 24, pazisashi by Tatara Hagayulzi of Settsu,
c. 537, 2 drzgon horimono ras carved on either side
cf the al“de This smith hzs the rating "Suzreue
Shzr:-ness", 72 gns. It does seem that swords of no
Da
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rt 1cu1ar consequence sell for alwmost as much =g
ally good Tlades. ZTerheans this situation will
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ci¥ John Harding's recent tall, and uy
1IET0ING remarzs in the o

o5t Progrommzs in vhich I said "deoa't
storry 1Y ou 1ilzz it collect it" -~ a challenge

has Bbzgan throm out by John Hazrding. It has therelfors,
teen decided to zrrange a debate "Perfect Slades
versus not so Ferfect" or "Harding versus Bon

Dale and wroovably everybody else". So will you

sleage oring vour perfect tlades and your not so
nverfect ones too. It should be 2z diabolical debate!

LEIDEE Overcdue for publication from Ronny Honngvist,
Helsinzi; an ex<tract which I hope #ill stimulate
some menvers into thought, zand alsoc into putting
nen to Zaper. ILl's about time I had znother flood
0 letters - fallen off a bit lately!
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"Dear i4r.Dale, Thank you For your last letter,
which I'm able to answer only at this late mowment,
so I apologise for the delay. I'm very pleased o
hear from vour letter and the programmes that

some worl: is in 2rogress among To Ken members
concerning last war military swords and shingunto.
I thiniz this is net a wmoment too early, since
these things have been somewhat neglected by
collecters, perhaps duae to emotional reasons
(especially in U.Z, and U.C.A.) Be it as it may,
this sub-group of HNippon-to is rell worth
studying. There is, however, one point more T
should like to stress. Tor a collector it is not
enough to lnow everything about the sword itself,
the blade, the wounts, forging process, etc. but
he should also be busy in studying the social
customs of different times which have influenced
the sword, and which have been influenced by the
sword. Dy this I mean the handiing and etiquette
of the sword and the menrners of the gentleman

who is the bearer of the swvord, i.e. the samurai
of all ranks. 4Llso the fencing techniques should
be studied, in order to get a picture of Jupanese
swvordsmanship. 4£11 this is most important when

vre have the Japanese svord in mind, a weapon which
has played so an important part in the Japanese
history. This is also itrue when we consider the
second world war, the last time (perhaps) when the
sword plaved zan important part in the wmilitary
history of a nation. 411 this has, in =y opinion,
hitherte been somewhat neglected, and such
informetion is hard to obtain from books written
in any western language. .ind feiwr of us can read
Japanese well encugh to get anything out of
Japanese books. llaybe something of this could be
published in the Journal in the future? Ve already
have a good account on seppuizu {reliable?) in
liitford's "Tales....", but more could be done.

it this moment such information appears only a bi
2t a time as, for instance, in Harrison's "The
Pighting Spirit of Japan" etc.”

A
("

members to the Tcciety

lir.X.77illouwghby, J.Paun Xristensen,
Fernhill Hoad Hectors alle 7
s H p ’
Maidstone,Zent. 2650 Hvidovre,

Denmari-.
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M MZHRIRS Malcolm {.1llan “fesson,
{Conttad) 76, Cliften Road,

Tingston-on~Thanes,
Surrey.

CHANIGE OF

L DDRESD J.s.aemura, k.D.
12235 i,%,20se Parkuay,
Portland,
Oregon,

U.5,.A.



